
	APPLICATION FOR ADVANCE RULING

TO: COMPTROLLER OF INCOME TAX (“CIT”)

55 Newton Road Revenue House Singapore 307987

Enquiry telephone numbers: 

6351-3833 (Request by a person in respect of individual income tax)/ 

6351-3756 (Request by a person in respect of corporate income tax)/

6351-2123 (Request by a person on behalf of a person who is yet to come into legal existence, or by a foreign entity/person)

Please ensure that this form is fully completed and duly signed.  This Application Form must be submitted together with your written request for ruling and the application fee of $525 (inclusive of GST). Please read the section on “Important Notes to Application for Advance Ruling” before submitting your application.


	[image: image1.wmf]  [image: image2.png]



            
[image: image3.png]





	Note:
	- This Form may take you 5 minutes to fill in.

	
	- Please get ready the following information before filling in the Form:

	
	  ( Your particulars and your agent’s particulars (if applicable) (see Sections A & B)

	
	  ( Information of past ruling request(s) on the same or similar arrangement (see section C)

	
	  ( Your written request for a ruling (see note 2 of this application form)


	Section A : Applicant’s Particulars

	A1. Full Name            :    

A2. Address               :  Blk/House No                                        Storey Unit #                  -

                                      Street Name

                                      Postal Code

A3. Tax Ref. No.         : |___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|

A4.  Principal Activities : 

A5. Contact No.          : |___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|

	Section B : Agent’s
 Particulars (to be completed if the application is made by an agent on behalf of the applicant)


	B1. Full Name        :    

B2. Address           :   Blk/House No                                        Storey Unit #                  -

                                   Street Name

                                   Postal Code

B3. Tax Ref. No.      : |___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|

B4. Contact Person : 
B5. Contact No.        : |___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|




	Section C : Other Information

	C1. To which period does this application relate?

       Period from   |___|___| |___|___| |___|___|___|___|   to  |___|___| |___|___| |___|___|___|___|

                                Day          Month               Year                           Day          Month               Year

C2. Has a previous request been made on the same or a similar arrangement?

                No

                Yes. Indicate below the date of the previous application, and the period to which the previous application related, and the reference number quoted in the reply by CIT.

                  Date of application   |___|___| |___|___| |___|___|___|___|            Reference no.
                                                      Day          Month               Year
                  Period from   |___|___| |___|___| |___|___|___|___|   to  |___|___| |___|___| |___|___|___|___|

                                            Day          Month               Year                           Day          Month               Year

	C3. Is CIT requested to expedite the processing of the ruling request?


No

Yes. State the reasons for the request to expedite the processing of the ruling request:

C4. Indicate the person to whom the fees chargeable for the ruling should be billed:


Applicant

Agent



	Section D : Applicant’s Declaration

	D1. Authorisation for agent (if applicable)

     We authorise _________________________________(name of agent) to make this ruling request on our behalf.

D2. Declaration of information furnished

We certify that the details contained in this application, the ruling request and any other information given by us and/or our agent in connection with this ruling request are true and correct.





	IMPORTANT NOTES TO APPLICATION FOR ADVANCE RULING

	1.  
CIT’s Power to Rule

1.1
CIT may decline to make a ruling in the following scenarios:

a. the application for the ruling would require CIT to determine any question of fact;

b. CIT considers that the correctness of the ruling would depend on the making of assumptions, whether in respect of a future event or any other matter;

c. the matter on which the ruling is sought is subject to an objection or appeal, whether in relation to the applicant or any other person;

d. the applicant has outstanding debts relating to earlier ruling applications; or
e. the matter on which the ruling is sought is the subject of a return which has been or is due to be lodged under the Income Tax Act (“ITA”).

1.2 CIT shall not make a ruling if:
a. at the time application is made or at any time before the ruling is issued, CIT considers that the person to whom the ruling is to apply is not seriously contemplating the arrangement for which the ruling is sought;

b. the application is frivolous or vexatious;

c. the matter on which the ruling is sought – 

(i) concerns tax (excluding estimated tax) that is due and payable, unless the application is received before the tax is due and payable;

(ii) involves the interpretation of a foreign law; or

(iii) is being dealt with, or in the CIT’s opinion should be dealt with, by one or both competent authorities of the parties to an Agreement for the avoidance of double taxation;

d. a ruling already exists on how the relevant provision of the ITA applies to the applicant and the arrangement, and the proposed ruling would apply to a period or a year of assessment to which the existing ruling applies;

e. an assessment (excluding an assessment of any estimated tax) relating to the applicant, the arrangement, and a year of assessment to which the proposed ruling would apply has been made, unless the application is received by CIT before the date of assessment is made;

f. CIT is undertaking an audit or investigation on how any provision of the ITA applies to the applicant, or to an arrangement similar to the arrangement which is the subject of the application, during any period for which the proposed ruling would apply were the ruling to be made;

g. in CIT’s opinion, insufficient information has been provided despite a request by the CIT for additional information;

h. in CIT’s opinion it would be unreasonable to make a ruling in view of the resources available to CIT; or 

i. the ruling would require CIT to form an opinion as to a generally accepted accounting principle or a commercial practice.

1.3    In addition, CIT shall not make a ruling on a provision of the ITA that authorises or requires CIT to:

a.  impose or remit a penalty;

b.  inquire into the correctness of any return or other information supplied by any person;

c.  prosecute any person; or

d.  recover any debt owing by any person.

1.4   If CIT considers that the correctness of a ruling would depend on assumptions being made about a future event or other matter, CIT may make the assumptions that CIT considers to be most appropriate.

1.5    When CIT declines to or cannot provide a ruling as requested, the CIT will inform the applicant in writing of the reason(s) why the ruling will not be issued.

2.
Procedures for Application

2.1
You are required to complete and submit sections A to D of this application form with your written request for a ruling furnishing the following information:

a. full particulars of the arrangement in question comprising:

· comprehensive description of the arrangement and the period concerned;

· business reasons for the arrangement, if applicable; and

· copies of all relevant documents with the relevant parts or passages identified;

b. the issue(s) to be considered;

c. the propositions of the law that relate to the issues raised in the request.  These should include:

· sections of the ITA that are relevant to the request;

· appropriate case laws, if any, and legal reasons that support the your interpretation of the section(s) involved; and

· possible argument contrary to the interpretation proposed and legal reasons and authoritative support, if any, for these arguments;

d. whether a previous request has been made on the same or a similar arrangement.  If so, the outcome of the request and reference of the ruling issued, if applicable; and

e. a draft ruling.

3.
Fees Chargeable for Rulings

3.1
An initial application fee of $525 (inclusive of GST) is payable upon application and is non-refundable even if the ruling request is rejected (e.g. where the arrangement is hypothetical).  This non-refundable charge of $525 takes into account the time to be taken to determine if CIT would accede to the request.  Cheque is to be drawn in favour of Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore.

3.2 After the first 4 hours taken to provide the ruling, you will be charged an hourly rate of $131.25 (inclusive of GST) for each subsequent hour or part thereof taken.  

3.3 You will also be charged with reimbursement fee for any costs and reasonable disbursements incurred by CIT in relation to the ruling, and any fees paid by CIT for external professional advice. Your agreement will be sought before CIT obtains any external professional advice.
3.4   Applications for rulings will generally be processed on a first-come-first-serve basis.  Only in exceptional circumstances where there are good and valid reasons why a ruling need to be obtained on an urgent basis would CIT agree to expedite the processing of the ruling request.  If CIT agrees to give priority to the application and to expedite the processing of the ruling request, you will be charged an additional fee of up to two times the fees stated under paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2 above.

3.5    Where a request for ruling is accepted, you will be informed of when you can expect the ruling to be issued and the estimated amount of total fees payable.    You are required to confirm in writing your acceptance of the terms under which the ruling is to be issued.  

4.
Withdrawal of Request

4.1 Following your written confirmation, you may withdraw your request for advance ruling before the ruling is issued.  However, you will be charged for the hourly fees, reimbursement fee (if any) and additional fee (if applicable) in respect of the time spent on the review of the ruling request up to the time of receipt of your letter of withdrawal of request.

Please address your application and ruling request to:

a) Assistant Commissioner (Corporate Tax Division): 

    - for applicants making the ruling requests in their own rights or on behalf of a person or persons with regard to arrangements concerning Corporate Income Tax matter;

b) Assistant Commissioner (Individual Income Tax Division): 

    - for applicants making the ruling requests in their own rights or on behalf of a person or persons with regard to arrangements concerning Individual Income Tax matter; or 

c) Assistant Commissioner (Tax Policy & International Tax Division): 

   - for arrangements concerning a person, or two or more persons who is or are yet to come into legal existence, or concerning a foreign entity/person. 



















______________________________________________                  ____________________________________	    ______


Full name and signature of person making the declaration	             Designation of person making the declaration                 Date









































� In this form, the term “agent” includes tax agent and counsel.
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